
TIIE NEED TO ENTRENCH POLITICAL EDUCATION IN THE UNIVERSAL BASIC 

EDUCATION CURRICULUM IN NIGERIA 

Oyedeji, O. K. 

Abstract 
The crux of this paper shall be the need to entrench Political Education 
in the UBE curriculum in Nigeria. It shall among other things examine 
the aims of the UBE, the need for the people to embrace it and what 
would be the outcome of such a programme. It shall then examine the 
need to include political education into the curriculum because many 
Nigerians are ignorant of their rights, duties and obligations. The paper 
will conclude by suggesting a number of ways for the success of such 
inclusion, taking into consideration the intelligence level of the pupils. 

Introduction 

Education is an important indices in development. A state where the literacy ratio is low is 

bound to be underdeveloped in relation to those with high literacy ratio. This is manifested in the rate of 

developments in the developed and developing countries of the world. The industrialised nations of the 

world like the United States, Japan, etc, are more educationally advanced than the agrarian countries of 

Africa where less emphasis is placed on education. This means that the ability to read and write and 

participate in the process of the policy formulation and implementation engender development. It is 

therefore in recognition of the contribution that education can make to development that successive 

constitutions have made the provision of basic education to the citizens of the country a matter of 

priority. Section 19 Subsections 1-4 of the 1989 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria 

stipulates the Education Policy of the Federal Government of Nigeria. This provision states that: 

1. Government shall direct its policy toward ensuring that there are equal and adequate educational 

opportunities at all levels; 

2. government shall promote science and technology; 

3. government shall strive to eradicate illiteracy and to this end government shall as and when 

practicable provide: 

a. Free compulsory and universal primary education; 

b. Free secondary education; 

c. Free university education; and 

d. Free adult literacy programme. 

4. Government shall promote the learning of indigenous languages. 

It is in line with this and the United Nations resolution that the various governments in Nigeria 

have placed much emphasis on education for all. The United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) 

has embarked on various educational programmes to assist the Federal Government of Nigeria in this 

respect. Such programmes which the government of Nigeria have embarked upon in order to inculcate in 

the majority of Nigerians a high sense of literacy include the Universal Primary Education (UPE) 

introduced by General Olusegun Obasanjo in 1976 when he was the Military Head of State and now the 

Universal Basic Education (UBE) also being introduced by him. 

The need to sensitise the people especially the young ones about their rights and obligations and 

to teach them how to be good citizens through aggressive teaching of Citizenship Education in schools is 

premised on the need to entrench political education in the Universal Basic Education (UBE) curriculum. 

The Universal Primary Education Programme 

In 1976, the Federal Military Government under General Olusegun Obasanjo introduced the 

Universal Basic Education throughout the country. The aim then was to produce as many literate 

Nigerians as possible in life with the global trend of events. The target then was year 2000 AI). The many 
classrooms were built. Teachers’ Training Colleges were established to train manpower for the 
programme and contracts awarded for the supply of textbooks and writing materials. 

It is however saddening to note that many of the contracts were never executed, and those 



executed were not to specifications. liven, there was no provision in the curriculum as to how to educate 
the masses politically so as to prepare them for the in-coming civilian administration, having spent most 
of their lives under military dictatorship. 

This could be the reason for the uprising of 1983 during the civilian - civilian transition which 

was characterized by arson, looting and violence of all sorts. This upheaval brought about the military 
take-over of 31st December, 1983. 

Immediately after the military take-over of December 31st 1983, this conventional policy on 
education was swept under the carpet by the military. The reason for this is debatable. Some people argue 
that because majority of enrolments into the Nigerian army are recruits with low educational 
qualifications, the military knows not the value of education. Others argue that military's promotion of 

education would lead to the exposure of citizens to their rights and in the end may rebel against military 
dictatorship which the military would not be well disposed to thereby causing instability in the polity. 
Thus there was bound to be repugnance in the way they handled educational matters. 

The aim of the Universal Primary Education introduced by the Military under General Obasanjo 
was to ensure that all became literate by the year 2000A.D. Many classrooms were built and many 
teachers were recruited and trained so as to meet the requirement for the take-off of the programme. This 

laudable dream was however killed with the coming back of military in 1983 as earlier on mentioned. 

The Universal Basic Education Programme 

The urge to reduce the rising illiteracy level which is manifested in all the facets of the average 

Nigerian citizen’s life has prompted the present civilian government under President Olusegun Obasanjo 

to introduce the Universal Basic Education programme. The scope of U.B.E. has been widened more 

than what was obtainable during its sister UPE programme. It now encompasses not only the normal 

primary, secondary and tertiary education but also an Adult Education programme where adults would be 

taught the basic literary -- the art of reading and civic duties. Thus UBE now incorporates political 

education in its curriculum. 

Political education is the inculcation into the masses the need to create awareness of then rights 

and responsibilities. Osaghae (1987) views it as a way of making citizens to know how values are 

authoritatively allocated in a state. It ensures that citizens cultivate interests in the struggle between the 

competing and conflicting interests in the state for the authoritative allocation of values. 

Political education has other components such as political culture and political socialization. 

Political culture is the attitudes, beliefs, emotions and values of society that relate to political system and 

to political issues. Political education is a subset of political socialization and the values and skills 

inculcated into citizens is political culture. Gabriel Almond and Verba (1965) have attempted a typology 

of political culture as Active or Participant, Passive and Parochial Political culture. Active or Participant 

indicates that members of the society take active role in the political process and expect benefits from 

governmental activities in the stale. Passive political culture on the other hand indicates that the citizens 

have passive obedient relationship to the system while Parochial political culture implies that the 

individual hardly relates to politics and is unaware of its existence as in traditional societies. 

Political socialization is another component of political education, which means the continuous 

learning process by which individuals through information and experience came to understand their 

duties, rights and role in society and identify with the political system. It also involves the process by 

which value, attitudes, beliefs, customs are passed on from one generation to the next and by which these 

are altered in the process. It continues throughout adult life and its agents include the family, the school, 

voluntary organizations, mass media, government and party agents. Political socialization involves the 

processes of direct teaching, incidental learning, learning from models and role-playing. It encourages 

loyalty in the nation, fosters particular values, increase either support for or alienation from the system 

and it affects the degree of participation in political life that is expected of groups and individuals. 
Political socialization according to Egi, (1997) is hindered by number of factors. Such factors 

include detrimentality of the means and goals of the means and goals of socialization, mental and 
physical handicap of the person being socialized, the techniques being used and conflict between the 
traditional authority in towns and cities. Political socialization however encourages loyalty in the nation. 
It is also important in the degree of participation in political life that is expected of groups and 
individuals. 



The Need For Political Education in The U.B.E. Curriculum. 

The dynamics and complexities of modern day political politics and art of governance has made 

it expedient for the designers of curriculum for the Universal Basic Education (UBE) to include political 

education in the curriculum. Rights both political and civil with the duties and obligations of citizens in 

the modern day democracy should be emphasized m the curriculum. This is due to the fact that most of 

the elected representatives of the people are not representatives of the people per se and there is 

“nothing” the electorates could do. 

Though there as so many things they could do but they are ignorant of such. There is the need to 

educate the electorate on their power of recall as contained in Section 68a and b and 109 & 304, la & b 

and 2 of the 1989 Constitution. The section say inter alia Section 68(a & b) “A member of the Senate or 

of the House of Representatives may be recalled as such a member if: 

a. Registered voters in that member’s constituency alleging their loss of confidence in that member 

; and 

b. The petition is thereafter in a referendum conducted by the National Electoral Commission 

within 90 days of the date of receipt of the petition, approved by a simple majority of the votes 

of the person registered to vote in that members’ constituency. Section 109 Subsection (a & b) 

Section 304 1 Subsections (a & b) and 2 is applicable to the State House of Assembly members 

and Local Government Councillors and Chairman respectively. 

However, these enormous powers of the electorate have not be discovered or could not be 

exercised due to either fear or ignorance. It is therefore necessary to inculcate in the citizens especially 

from their youthful state the importance of the recognition and exercise of their rights. The inability of 

the citizens and electorate to recognise and exercise this power has given the so called representatives the 

ability to do whatever they like with impunity. They claim they could not be probed as long as they are in 

office and even, some believe that they are above their constituency while some claim supremacy over 

the laws of the land. 

Perhaps the importance of political education to the masses has prompted Abubakar Danjuma of 

the Federal Radio Corporation of Nigeria in the News Commentary of September 1 1th, 2001 on the need 

to mobilize people for effective participation in governance. To Danjuma, political education inculcates 

in the citizens the sense of belonging. It makes the citizens to have a sense of belonging to the policy 

formulation and implementation teams. It also makes the citizens to be patriotic and loyal, thus working 

as a team. Political education and effective mobilization of citizens to effectively participate in 

governance prevents confusion and cynicism and aids the understanding of citizens of the various 

policies of government. It also aids good governance and political stability. Danjuma concludes by 

saying that political socialization preaches against violence and improves the constituency/representative 

relations. 

Conclusion 
In view of the need to maintain stability in the political system, the need to imbibe the spirit of 

patriotism and loyalty, survival of the nascent democracy in Nigeria and make for responsible and 

responsive government, political education should be entrenched in the U.B.E. curriculum and teachers 

should be recruited and retrained in the art of citizenship education so that such could be reflected in all 

the facets of Nigerian life. 

This would also reduce political violence especially during civilian - civilian transition as 

youths have been known to be agents of political destabilization. Rigging of elections would also be 

drastically reduced and elections would be free and fair. 
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